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Meeting venue

Meetings are held on
the last Wednesday of i ran Ave

each month (except wAIMAIRI SCHOOL
December) beginning =~ ---------Fss-----fom-oooo-oo-o--

at 7:30pm, at Waimairi Y4
School at the end of Lz
Tillman Avenue, off 5
Bligh’s Road. Z

. oty --—- Papanir Klozd ---
Drinks and snacks are : =

available while we all
calm down after the
excitement of the meeting.

Some members carpool to get to meetings. If you don’t have a car and
find it difficult to get to meetings, please contact a committee member to
arrange transport. Usually there is someone living near you who can
offer a lift.

Meeting programme
Wednesday 27th January 2010

7:30 Monthly Meeting

Welcome and News

« MobileMe - Mike Han

Synchronising Google Calendars - Bart Hanson
Using URL's and other Navigation Tricks in Safari
« Information Interchange

Come along and share your passion
for Apple products. Learn about the
latest technology, and enhance your
skills. And meet with old and new
friends over supper.

Visitors welcome.
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Submitting your article

Electronic submissions are preferred (to save wear and tear on my
fingers). Just choose whatever format suits and send it to:
editor@appleusers.co.nz

One page is roughly 450 words. Most article are less than 4 pages, but
longer articles may be accepted if of particular interest or relevance.
Please ask in advance if you are planning a longer article.

Please write clearly; short sentences are recommended to help you do
this. Use a spell-checker. If you are quoting some other article, please
include an acknowledgment of your source.

Pictures can help explain your article, so by all means include one (or
more) if appropriate. The format is not important - jpeg, tiff and gif are
all fine, but try to provide a high quality image (300 dpi) if possible.

For screen shots, you can use the built-in Apple functions Apple-Shift-3
or Apple-Shift-4, or a utility such as Snapz Pro, available from:
http://www.macdownload.com,

Next Deadline: 12 February 2010

Philosophy : Man

The internet and Blogging give voice to many ideas and points of view
that would otherwise pass as some pointless thoughts. A scientific
experiment, officially certified and approved by an international
commission of experts, that involved the death of a number of pigs, was
being discussed when the following was submitted ...

"Isn't man an amazing animal? He kills wildlife - birds, kangaroos, deer,
all kinds of cats, coyotes, beavers, groundhogs, mice, foxes and dingoes -
by the million in order to protect his domestic animals and their feed.
Then he kills domestic animals by the billion and eats them. This in turn
kills man by the millions, because eating all those animals leads to
degenerative - and fatal - health conditions like heart disease, kidney
disease, and cancer. So then man tortures and kills millions more animals
to look for cures for these diseases. Elsewhere, millions of other human
beings are being killed by hunger and malnutrition because food they
could eat is being used to fatten domestic animals. Meanwhile, some
people are dying of sad laughter at the absurdity of man, who kills so
easily and so violently, and once a year, sends out cards praying for
Peace on Earth."

Have you spotted something interesting to share?
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Bart Hanson

I am by nature somewhat of a sceptic
(without also being a cynic I hope).

Maybe that is the reason I am still
enthralled with digital technology after all
these years. The fact that millions of
sequences, decisions and repetitions are
being performed at a speed I cannot
comprehend even while typing this,
remain a miracle to me.

I also like to think as myself as a bit of a
philosopher which is not altogether helpful
in my daily life where cold hard analysis is normally more expedient.

It seems to me of late, that people place so much trust in modern
technology that they no longer need that ingredient some call faith.

Psuedo-scientists are busy proclaiming that changes to the earths
temperature are somehow going to cause rapidly rising sea-levels and
wide spread suffering. I'm not buying any of it. Some Islands will sink
while new islands are born. Earthquakes and volcanoes have been
around for a while and will continue as we witness in Haiti. I can't blame
that on global warming. However, science makes humans out to be the
bad guys and solely responsible for any destructive changes that occur. 1
will continue to eat meat and breathe although the CO2 I exhale is now
also something I'm supposedly destroying the planet with. I am careful
with the planets resources, I hate products that have built-in
obsolescence and would probably be quite happy typing this up on a
computer from the 80's. We need to resist wasteful practices, encourage
IF A RESEPRCHER SAY6 A Q00 recycling and

NEW TECHNOLOGY SHOULD BE return to more

AVAILABLE T CONSUMERS IN... WHAT THEY MEPN IS... cottage farm type

practices.

THE FOURTH QUARTER THE PROJECT WilL BE )
OF NEXT YEAR CANCELED IN S MONTHS. Everything I read
on that other
IVE SOLVED THE INTERESTING :
FIVE. YEARS RESEAROH FRoBIEVE. TEResTss | modem miracle of
TOST RUSINESS, WHICH 15 EAS, RIGHT? communication,
the Internet,
TEN YEARS WE HAVENT FINISHED INVENTING IT’ convinces me of
YET, BUT WHEN WE D0 ITLL GE AWESOME- | s
25+ YEARS IT_HAS NOT BEEN CONCLUSIVELY So, a prosperous
PROVEN IMPOSSIBLE.. and happy New
Year to all indeed.
WERE NOT REALLY T LIKE BEING THE ONLY
LOOKING AT MARKET ONEWTHA HOVERCAR
APPLICATIONS RIGHT NbW. g
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Take Control : Backups

Make Quick, Reliable Backups with
"Take Control of Easy Mac Backups”

To help you start the new year with the warm fuzzy feeling of a solid
backup strategy, Take Control has just published "Take Control of Easy
Mac Backups," a new book from Joe Kissell that's aimed at helping those
whose backup strategy is non-existent, inadequate, or confusing. This
ebook is for people who want great backups but know they won't spend
much time on them. Joe explains just what you need to know (and no
more) to make effective backups that go beyond the limited security of
flipping the switch in Time Machine's preferences. The normally $10
book costs only $7 with the 30% MUG discount. [Contact Editor for
coupon.]

This 108-page ebook, which discusses making backups in either Mac OS
X 10.6 Snow Leopard or 10.5 Leopard, is a little brother to Joe's 196-
page "Take Control of Mac OS X Backups." It is essentially the second
edition to the-discontinued "Take Control of Easy Backups in Leopard."

Joe has been writing about backups for Take Control for years now, and
his experience rings through as he walks you through picking out the
right hardware and software for your needs and budget, preparing a hard
drive for backups, setting up your backup software - he provides specific
directions for Time Machine and tips for ChronoSync, CrashPlan, Data
Backup, QRecall, and Retrospect - and creating a bootable duplicate. Joe
also discusses three strategies for storing an extra backup offsite, and -
most important! - he explains how to restore from a backup.

Common questions answered in the book include:

* How can I get the maximum benefit from Time Machine?

* Should I use a Time Capsule, Apple's all-in-one Wi-Fi router and
backup appliance?

* What features should I look for in an external backup drive?

* Should I use an online backup service, such as Backblaze or
CrashPlan?

* Should I use USB or FireWire to connect my backup drive?

* What's a versioned backup, and why should I care?

* Why is having a bootable duplicate important?

* How can I easily and effectively keep an offsite backup?

* Time Machine is acting strangely. What should I do?

* How do I migrate existing backups to a Time Capsule?

* What's the difference between an online sync and a backup?

The ebook also comes with coupons for 10% off on the CrashPlan online
backup service and $30 off Data Backup.
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Performance

MiniUsage

MiniUsage is one of a number of utilities available that displays various
data like CPU usage, amount of network flow, battery status and process
names which uses much CPU time in a menubar. It takes little space and
can display various data, so it's suitable for notebook.

W & ® = B £9:2
6.2% : WindowServer |

* When it's launched, it
displays CPU usage,
amount of network flow
or battery status on
menubar.

3.1% : kernel_task

3.0% : Finder

2.3% : Cyberduck

1.6% : WebKitPluginHost

* When it's clicked, it System: 4.5% Core#1: 11.5% >
shows a menu and User: 7.0% Core#2: 10.9% >
dlsplays more detalled Nice: 0.0% Network In: Z.OKB/SEC
data. Idle: 88.5% Network Out: 60KB/sec

Battery is charged
Detailed Information >

» If CPU usage, amount of
network flow or battery

. . Data Type to Display >
status is chosen via Refresh Time >
menu, the selected data Number of Processes >

will be displayed on
menubar. If any
application name is selected, the selected application is be activated.

Quit

» The data type which should be displayed on menubar can be selected
via "Data Type to Display" item. If "Toggle" is selected, selected data
will be displayed on menubar by turns.

¢ The interval to refresh each data can be determined via "Refresh Time"
menu.

* Number of processes to be displayed in menu can be determined via
"Number of Processes" menu.

The program requires MacOSX 10.5.8 or later.

This software is "Donation-ware". If you want to continue using it,
please make a donation to a charity like the Red Cross, UNICEEF, or any
organization you are interested in. The author doesn’t ask anything for
himself.

To download the program, visit its homepage:
http://homepage.mac.com/nsekine/SY W/software/english/miniusage/
index.html
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Special offers

Peter Fitchett
Note: These specials are available to all user group members.
Contact Peter (web@appleusers.co.nz) for access or coupon codes.

Stockphoto images

iStockphoto is one of the world's leading royalty-free stock destinations
with more than 5.6 million stock photos, vector illustrations, video
footage, audio and Flash files. Add style to your next creative project
with iStock. Visit: http://www.istockphoto.com/appleusergroup

Apple user group members get 20% off your first purchase of 50 credits
(iStock's currency) or more.

This offer is valid through March 31, 2010.

O'Reilly Special offer for User Group Members

Along with a 35 percent discount off print books, user group members
can now get 45 percent off all eBooks purchased direct from
http://www.oreilly.com/store

When you buy an O'Reilly eBook you get lifetime access to the book,
and whenever possible, the text is available to you in four, DRM-free file
formats -- PDF, .epub, Kindle-compatible .mobi, and Android ebook --
that you can use on the devices of your choice. O'Reilly eBook files are
fully searchable, and you can cut-and-paste and print them. You will
even receive an alert when O'Reilly has updated the files with
corrections and additions. More about these eBooks can be found at:
http://oreilly.com/ebooks

Strider Software TypeStyler

TypeStyler (http://www.typestyler.com) is an extremely sophisticated,
yet simple and intuitive, page layout and graphic design tool that allows
users to create spectacular graphic designs by applying special effects
and distortion to type and graphic images. The new version takes
TypeStyler's unequaled control over text shaping, styling, flow and
layout even further by exploiting Apple's latest technologies such as
Unicode, Core Image, OpenGL, QuickTime and Quartz compositions.

User group members can buy TypeStyler, regularly us$179.95, for us
$134.95, and TypeStyler Upgrade for us$74.95; both are 25% discounts.

This offer is valid through February 28, 2010.

Note: These specials are available to all user group members.
Contact Peter (web@appleusers.co.nz) for access or coupon codes.

For further specials, see our website.

page 8 Applebyte


mailto:web@appleusers.co.nz
mailto:web@appleusers.co.nz
http://www.istockphoto.com/appleusergroup
http://www.istockphoto.com/appleusergroup
http://www.oreilly.com/store
http://www.oreilly.com/store
http://oreilly.com/ebooks
http://oreilly.com/ebooks
http://www.typestyler.com
http://www.typestyler.com
mailto:web@appleusers.co.nz
mailto:web@appleusers.co.nz

Green Internet?

Unveiled by its organizer, Bell Labs, on Monday, the global consortium,
dubbed Green Touch, has set a challenging agenda for itself--to plan and
demonstrate the necessary technologies to make today's networks 1,000
times more energy efficient than they are today. The group's deadline is
2015, giving it just five years in which to determine and show how to
dramatically slash the carbon emissions from all global networks.

The group says its agenda is fueled by two issues: 1) the world's networks
are eating up more energy at a faster pace as we increasingly demand
more from them; and 2) research has shown that today's networks use
more energy than they need to. If left unchecked, the industry's energy
usage is projected to double over the next 10 years. Yet based on its own
analysis, Bell Labs believes our global networks can actually be 10,000
times more efficient than they are now.

The group is hoping that the same amount of energy now used to power
the Internet and other global networks for one day will eventually
power the networks for three years.

"Over the next decade billions more people will upload and share video,
images, and information over public and private networks as we
communicate with each other in new, rich ways," said Gee Rittenhouse,
vice president of research at Bell Labs and consortium lead. We also
expect ICT (information and communication technology) usage to
dramatically increase as other industries use networks to reduce their own
carbon footprints. This naturally leads to an exponential growth in ICT
energy consumption which we, as an industry, have to jointly address."

With experts from industry, education, and government labs spearheading
the group, Green Touch is striving to plan and create the hardware and
networking platforms necessary to achieve its goal. And they are inviting
other players to join its cause.

As incentive, Green Touch sees several benefits for its members,
including a huge reduction in energy usage, collaboration between and
access to top experts across the world, research into new technologies,
and the ability to introduce new ideas and products to the marketplace.

"What we are witnessing is a fundamental shift in thinking about ICT
from a focus on optimizing networks for maximum capacity to
optimizing them for energy efficiency," said Bell Labs President Jeong
Kim in a statement. "The consortium we are forming serves as a major
milestone along the path toward a future where the potential of
communications networks to meet the demands of their users and benefit
society is inextricably linked to our success in achieving environmental
sustainability by reducing energy consumption."
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PanoramalMaker

STOIK PanoramaMaker to Run on Mac

STOIK Imaging (http://www.stoik.com/) has announced the availability
of STOIK PanoramaMaker for Mac (Beta): The famous Windows
panorama making tool is now available for Mac. Professionals and
enthusiasts are invited to join the free open beta test.

Tt & M W AT St By & 17 1L 08 s S LS00

Literally all of the existing solutions fail to render the image properly
when a moving object gets in the picture: blurred or misshapen images
ruin the shot. STOIK PanoramaMaker for Mac has a special algorithm
(Object-Preserving Blending), which makes allowance for that issue and
stitches the exposures error-free. Among available features are lens and
geometrical compensation, manual matching of images. Minimizing
uneven brightness, double-edge defect and curves in the picture are the
application's commons.

www.digitalfusion.co.nz

u D I G ITA L F U S I o N enquiries@digitalfusion.co.nz

DATA AND WEB SOLUTIONS p +64 3 377 3797
) Software tailor-designed for your business

) Website design and database integration

P NZ's largest team of FileMaker® professionals FileMaker.
I sciucions Avvianee]

ASSOCIATE
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The workflow takes only 3 steps: adding images, selecting the stitching
mode, and obtaining the result. The automatic image transformation,
alignment and color blending are optimized to correct differences in
brightness, color balance, and camera tilt angle. The application
automatically assembles horizontal, vertical, 360-degree and tiled
panoramas. The new version also adds the automatic creation of tiled
panorama from several rows of photos or a panorama from photos taken
with different camera focal length. In complex cases, the images can be
assembled and stitched manually.

Key features

 Horizontal, vertical, and 360° panoramas

* Tiled panoramas

* Automatic ordering

* Cylindrical and spherical output projections

* Optional manual stitching mode

* Built-in photo browser

* Multi-sheet printing with overlap, borderless printing

* Smart blending to avoid errors in photos with moving objects
* Easy 3-step workflow

Y TN
A LAMImagn 2 2BeA DT Gpen £ A J

—— et S M——en

ms

The authors of most interesting suggestions or those who will find
mistakes in program will be rewarded by full commercial version when
it will be available.

Download the beta version from the product page:
http://www.stoik.com/PanoramaMaker_Mac/
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Safari Tips

Access original URLs of saved pages

I regularly save Web pages in Safari. I save New York Times articles,
Apple Support documents and just about anything else that I might want
to re-read at some later time. They are all saved using
Safari's .webarchive format. When I open one of these saved pages, the
URL in Safari's Address Bar correctly refers to the file I opened on my
hard drive (i.e., file:///name-of-file). Generally this is just fine - except
for when I actually want the page's original URL. Why would I want it?
Perhaps I want to include the URL in an article I'm writing or email the
link to a friend. Whatever. The point is that the URL is not there.

There are several potential work-arounds here. For example, you may
find a link on the page that takes you back to the original URL. There
may also be utilities that can save these URLs for you (although the one |
had been using no longer works in Snow Leopard). Or you can simply go
to the Info window for the .webarchive file in the Finder. Here, in the
"More Info" section, you'll find an item called "Where from." This item
lists the original URL.

While this item is found both in Mac OS X 10.5 (Leopard) and 10.6
(Snow Leopard), there's a critical difference. And herein lies the tip. In
Mac OS X 10.5, you cannot select and copy the URL. This means, if you
want to "transfer" the URL to a document, you have to manually retype it
(with the chance that you'll make a typing error). This is remedied in
Snow Leopard. You can now just drag your cursor across the URL and
select Copy. This means you have easy and automatic access to the
original URLs for every saved Web page.

More Info:

Title: Apple Users Group of Canterbury Inc.
Keywords: Apple, Mac, Apple User Group
Canterbury Incorporated, computers,
Applebyte, Macintosh, AUGC
Comment: The Apple User Group of Canterbury
Incorporated (AUGC), Christchurch, New
Zealand, is a non-profit organisation
for exchanging ideas and expertise
about Apple computers and software.
Content created: Today 4:30 AM
Content modified: Today 4:30 AM
Where from: http://www.appleusers.co.nz/
index.php
Last opened: Today 4:36 AM
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Scroll through multi-page articles

There are few things I find more irritating when Web browsing than a site
that forces me to click a series of "Next" buttons to view the contents of
an article — especially so when the material is so brief that it could
casily fit on one page. I'm talking about articles where every couple of
paragraphs are on a new page, so that you have to continually click to
keep reading, waiting for the page to reload each time. Or "top ten" lists,
where each item on the list is on a separate page. Most often, sites do this
so as to generate more ad income (as income can depend on the number
of times an ad appears). Maybe I'm over-reacting here, but I find this so
annoying that I often refuse to play the game and leave the site.

Not anymore. I now use PageZipper. This add-on has been around for
almost a year, but I just learned of it a couple of months ago. So I'm
assuming you may yet not be aware of it. If so, you have to check it out.
With this great utility, you simply use the scroll bars to scroll through the
multiple "next" pages. Each time you reach the end of one page, the next
page automatically appears. No clicking buttons is required. I have used
this with literally dozens of sites now, and it has worked perfectly in
almost every instance.

As a bonus, if you want to save the material, the single saved
Safari .webarchive file contains all the pages that you scrolled through,
eliminating the need to save a separate file for each page.

For more information about PageZipper, see:
http://www.printwhatyoulike.com/pagezipper

(PageZipper is also available as an extension for the Firefox browser.)

Thanks to Ted Landau, the founder of MacFixIt and the author of Take
Control of Your iPhone and other Mac help books, for those tips.

Some other Safari add-ons that you may like to look at include:

Readability (http://lab.arc90.com/experiments/readability/) is a simple
tool that makes reading on the web more enjoyable by removing the
clutter around what you’re reading.

Fluid (http://fluidapp.com/) lets you create a Site Specific Browser
(SSB) out of any website or web application, effectively turning your
favorite web apps into desktop apps.

XRAY (http://westciv.com/xray/) is a bookmarklet for Internet Explorer
6+, and Webkit and Mozilla based browsers (including Safari, Firefox,
Camino or Mozilla). If you are interested in developing web pages, you
can use this to see the box model for any element on any web page that
you are looking at.
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Take Control: Running Windows

Take Control of Running Windows on a Mac
Fourth Edition

New Take Control ebook offers up-to-date details about running
Windows on a Mac

Now that running Windows on an Intel-based Mac has become
commonplace, you might think that it has also become easy. Alas, the
gods of technology have yet to make it so, and getting Windows to run
smoothly can still make you want to rip your hair out. This fact also
keeps Mac writers like Joe Kissell busy, and, thanks to Joe's unstoppable
curiosity, we've just released his latest ebook, "Take Control of Running
Windows on a Mac, Fourth Edition," with coverage of the latest versions
of VMware Fusion, Parallels Desktop, VirtualBox, and Boot Camp,
along with updated information for the recently released Windows 7
joining the details for Windows XP and Vista. It costs only $7 after the
30% MUG discount available.

The 178-page ebook helps you figure out which virtualization software
makes sense for you, round up the necessary hardware and software,
make any obligatory preparations (like partitioning with the right format
- FAT32, anybody?), and get it all working right with hardware drivers
installed, printers printing, anti-virus software patrolling the perimeter,

MagnumMac

Whether youOre a student, creative professional,
designer, home user, or games enthusiast, we have
a Mac to suit your needs from the amazing small
Intel Mac mini to the awesome Xeon powered
Mac Pro. We also stock a comprehensive range
of peripherals.

t We sell all Apple products: iPods, iPhones,
iMacs, Macbooks, MacBook Pros, Mac Pros
and Mac minis

t Accessories and consumables

t Extensive range of software

CHRISTCHURCH STORE 200 Moorhouse Avenue - Christchurch
Ph 03 366 5454 - Fax 03 366 4456 - www.magnummac.co.nz P
Hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.30pm Sat-Sun 10.00am-5.00pm peseley
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and so forth. Joe also gets into the details of sharing files between Mac
and Windows installations, making the most of the snazzy new features
in the latest versions of Parallels Desktop and VMware Fusion, creating
functional backups of your Windows installation, and generally getting
on with your life while using Windows. To make the $10 ebook even
more valuable, it comes with coupons for $10 off VMware Fusion and
10% off Parallels Desktop.
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/windows-on-mac

You'll also find out how to connect third-party peripherals and printers,
share files between operating systems, avoid Windows malware, and
back up a Windows installation. Plus, Joe looks briefly at running
Windows software without installing Windows and at running Windows
on PowerPC-based Macs.

Read this book to learn the answers to questions such as:

* What are 14 things that you can do in Windows, but not on the Mac?

* How can I get a copy of Windows that will work on a Mac?

* Which exact version of Windows should I run?

» How can I set things up so that Windows won't bog down?

* How should I handle partitioning for my Windows installation?

* How do I avoid and handle activation hassles?

* Boot Camp is free with Mac OS X, but what are the pros and cons?

* How can I best run Windows with Boot Camp and virtualization
software?

* Should I run VMware Fusion, Parallels Desktop, or VirtualBox?

» What's the best way to right-click in Windows?

How do I print from my Windows software?

How do I make my Bluetooth devices work in Windows?

What is FAT32, and why might it matter to me?

What are the coolest new features in Parallels Desktop 57

* What's new and exciting in VMware Fusion 3?

* Should I run VMware Fusion, Parallels Desktop, or VirtualBox?

While discussing running Windows on a Mac, we'd be remiss if we didn't
mention that Joe's "Take Control of VMware Fusion 3" is available for
free, thanks to a sponsorship from VMware. If you definitely want to use
Fusion, then you should download "Take Control of VMware Fusion 3"
first, although "Take Control of Running Windows on a Mac" will still
be useful if you need more help than the free VMware Fusion ebook
provides in deciding which version of Windows to install, setting up
Boot Camp to work with VMware Fusion, or solving Boot Camp
problems. You can download "Take Control of VMware Fusion 3" from
the Take Control Web site or pick up a free copy of the (slightly
experimental) iPhone app version from the iTunes App Store.

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/vmware-fusion-3
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/take-control-vmware-fusion-3/
1d344544709?mt=8
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SeniorNet Mac

Computer Training Lessons: Two-hour sessions, once a week for four
weeks. Course notes are provided. Classes are small with a maximum of
six students and two tutors per lesson.

Social Events: Held on the fourth Tuesday of the month.

Newsletter: Supplied every two months.

The Learning Centre is situated in the Cranmer Centre Poolhouse,
which is accessed from Montreal Street at the Armagh Street corner.

Contact: If you would like to join SeniorNet Mac and are in the 55-plus

age group, please contact Allan Rutherford at (03) 352-4950, or email:
ajmr@xtra.co.nz,

or else leave a message on the club’s answerphone at (03) 365 2003.

[ 15% DISCOUNT SEE BELOW 15% DISCOUNT SEE BELOW |

Car Rentgls Ltd

ometre, Budget Vehicles *Cars, Vans, Campers & 4WD's

porating. GFREENﬂ

RENTALEN

248 St Asaph St. Ph. 03-377 5582
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Review : AKVIS ArtWork

Peter Fitchett
AKVIS ArtWork version 3

You can take photos, but somehow you always want something a little
better. Better photos do turn up, but not as often as we would like, and
an alternative you might consider is to alter how you present your photo.
One way to do this is to manipulate your photo to look like a painted
picture. AKVIS ArtWork is photo to painting software, designed to make
it easy for you to introduce the appearance of different painting
techniques into your photos - in three different styles: Oil painting,
Comic, and Pen & Ink.

Oil Painting is perhaps where you
will spend most of your time as
this is what you are probably
thinking of when you think of a
painting. A painting comprises
brush strokes of varying widths,
lengths, direction curvature etc. A
selection of simple-to-use sliders
are provided for you to tailor these
painting attributes so that you have
control of how your painting will
be generated. Please don’t expect
to get perfection on your first try -
it is very easy to go overboard
with effects. A preview window is
available to enable you to get
some idea of what your selections
are doing, but you will want to
generate ‘final’ images with
different settings so that you can
choose between the subtler effects

e
Oil Painting of Photo

that can be selected. Oil Painting - Detail

The Comic style basically reduces
the number of tones in your image,
and again a selection of sliders
gives you control of how this is
determined and presented. This
may be great for a simple comic,
or to create an original poster.

A

Comic Style from Photo
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The Pen & Ink style is just that -
your image simplified to outlines. | .
The selection of sliders enable you
to control the sensitivity, and
detail of the lines as well as the
thickness and sharpness; enabling
some rather subtle effects to be
achieved.

Pen & Ink of Photo

A painting is more than just the image, and you can add more realism by
selecting a background canvas texture, and, of course, a canvas materials
palate and further sliders are available to tailor this effect. One thing that
I found not so obvious in the otherwise well thought out user interface,
was how to select a different canvas material - there is no visual clue on
the interface, but if you double-click the canvas sample shown, the full
palate is revealed.

S Ziieiied And for a final touch,
- add a signature using

| the text selection tab,
land print your
masterpiece. You
should be well on the

- o

i way to world
i Bl recognition (at least in
Stroke Curvature 15
= !
MaxS";gLeng(h TB your home)
i * B The user interface has
Stroke Intensity ﬂ .
: e « g been refined over
- “ % p time and presents
”‘;’“‘; s B| sliders and selection
- ° 9 lists that appear

R 9‘ simplistic, yet provide
\_— ~== a sophisticated level
Use this tool to er.asu the Iines.‘l'he size of 0 f c ontro ! 0 f the
e g e adsed i nepaameter | faatyres available.
User Interface

Eraser

This software is available as either a standalone
application, or as a plug-in that can be used with
Adobe Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, Paint Shop
Pro, etc., and is marketed in 3 editions: Home, Home
Deluxe, and Business. There is a small amount of
functionality disabled in the Home edition, and the
Business edition license permits the owner to install
on 2 computers, and to sell the results commercially.
A 10-day demo trial gives you access to the full
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functionality of the software using both the plugin and standalone
versions so that you are able to make a decision about which version and
edition best suits your needs.

Help files are installed with the software, and additional tutorials and
examples are available at the AKVIS website:
http://akvis.com/en/artwork

Requirements:
Operating system: Mac OS X 10.4-10.6
Minimum Hardware: Intel/G4, 1Gb RAM; 1024x768 screen
Recommended Hardware: Intel/G5, 2Gb RAM; 1280x1024 screen

I found the software easy to install and use. It is very easy to produce a
rather messy result, but with a bit of trial and error, some quite
presentable results can be achieved. For even more options, I prefer the
Photoshop plugin version as this
gives me the possibility to create
the paintings in Photoshop layers
where I can add masks to mix and
match different creations into one
final result. Overall, a very useful
piece of software to add to the
recommended list for those that
like to play around a bit.

Different styles Meged

Thanks to AKVIS Software Inc for supplying a copy of this software for
review.

AUGC contacts

Website http://www.appleusers.co.nz

Mailing Lists Peter Fitchett (3) 960 8189
listadmin@appleusers.co.nz

The AUGC Discussion List is for members who
wish to discuss club matters.

The HELP list is open to all Mac users who wish to
give or receive assistance.

Membership treasurer@appleusers.co.nz
with printed Applebyte: $45 per annum
without printed Applebyte $25 per annum

($5 discount for early renewal)
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About the user group

Aims

The Apple User Group of Canterbury
Incorporated (AUGC) is a non-profit
organisation which exists for the purpose
of exchanging ideas and expertise about
the use of Apple computers, the
Macintosh operating systems, and related
hardware and software.

Committee

Patron Murray Wood

President Bart Hanson (3) 384 5510
president@appleusers.co.nz

Vice-President Noel Strack (3) 355 4546
vicepres@appleusers.co.nz

Secretary Jim Pollard (3) 358 7943
secretary(@appleusers.co.nz

Treasurer Raewyn Saunders (3) 384 8070
treasurer@appleusers.co.nz

Committee Peter Fitchett (3) 960 8189
editor@appleusers.co.nz
Mike Han (21) 867 426
michael2049@gmail.com
Eion McIntosh (3) 383 1228
emci(@xtra.co.nz
Peter Tuffley (3) 3327951

ptuffley@xtra.co.nz

Help: A full list of helpers and volunteers can be
viewed in the Contacts section of our website.

Snail Mail: PO Box 31-053, Christchurch, New Zealand.

Website:  http://www.appleusers.co.nz

’
‘ Apple User Group
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